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Susan Galatoswitsch—Restoration ecologist—University of Minnesota –Department of Fisheries, 

Wildlife and Conservation Biology. 

Dr. Galatowitsch grew up on the outskirts of Chicago during the 1960’s and 1970’s when people 
were realizing just how polluted the earth had become.  When she was ten years old, a river in a 
nearby state actually caught on fire because it was so laden with chemicals. That made her 
curious about how to fix the damage people have done to the environment. Until then she was 
not very excited about science. 
Her seventh grade science teacher convinced Sue to explore pollution by doing a science fair 
project.  She grew bacteria and dosed them with a variety of chemicals—in her family’s kitchen, 
which was not the best laboratory. At this point, her mom and dad hoped science was a passing 
fad for their daughter. It wasn’t. 
 
In high school, she heard about a program that took urban youth to the Canadian wilderness to 
study the environment.  She was chosen to go and that was life-changing. Sue was amazed to 
see real lakes and rivers, not gravel pits and shipping canals. Sue was even more astounded to 
learn that these beautiful lakes were being damaged by acid rain and she wanted to find 
solutions.  Sue was hooked for life on restoration ecology—a field that didn’t yet have a name. 
Sue moved to Minnesota and went to college to study biology—learning everything she could 
about plants and animals—and the habitats they depend on.  Sue eventually earned her PhD in 
Ecology, doing research about how to restore wetlands that had been drained to grow crops. 
She was part of a growing group of scientists from many countries who study restoration 
ecology. She became a professor at the University of Minnesota and now heads the 
Department of Fisheries, Wildlife and Conservation Biology. 



Over the years, Sue has studied ways to restore wetlands, prairies, and rivers in many 
places—South Africa, Australia –and of course, Minnesota.  From this work, she wrote the first 
textbook on restoration ecology now used in many countries around the world.  
 


